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What is a root ?

If you speak a European language, the root system of Arabic may be an unfamiliar concept. Arabic words are made from a
few component letters, commonly called a "root". A root usually consists of three letters (sometimes 2 or 4), which convey
a basicidea. By adding various vowels (i.e. changing pronunciation) as affixes *, associated meanings can be derived. For
example, the Arabic letters: Siin-Lam-Miim

(see above: ¢ dJ * and remember Arabic words go from right to left, unlike English) are the root for the following
words: salaam (peace), islam (submission/compliance/conformance/surrender), muslim (one who

submits/complies/conforms/surrenders). In all these words, you will see the root (component letters) are the same, and in
the same order, i.e. Siin-Lam-Miim.

* A word element, such as a prefix (insertion before the word), infix (insertion within the word) or suffix (insertion after
the word), that is attached to a base, stem, or root.

In a root language, words mean what they mean because they are built from other words; these base words are called
roots. Now, while most languages are concept languages, there are some words that can be likened to the root system,
e.g: if you learn what the word "act" means, you should have no problem when you hear the word "actor" or "action" -
you use the root to understand the word built from the root.

Classical Arabic as one of the most primitive Semitic languages, is primarily a root language. Most words get their meaning
from the roots it is built from, rather than associating a concept with the word. This gives Arabic an almost crystal clear
aspect to it; there is little ambiguity or confusion in a classical Arabic sentence. The language is one of clarity, directness,
and certainty - qualities that are hard to achieve in other languages.

Which root meaning is correct ?

1. To approach Al-Quran with pre-conceived beliefs is not an objective approach. It is difficult to eliminate one's pre-
conceived beliefs, but to truly see what A/-Quran is saying, it must be done.

ALL occurrences of the root and their contexts must be examined.

Specific derivatives of a root may have to be separated and analysed.

Crucial relevant words in these verses should be checked to make sure they have been used accurately.

o M DN

Before understanding a specific word/concept, it must be checked that this word/concept is consistent, logical and
does not interfere with another part of the message.

o

Other verses discussing the same or similar subject must be checked.

7. Don'tdraw something out that is not there. When you have to embellish on a word to make it mean what you think it
means, most chances are it doesn't mean that. The connection should be clear. Get solid evidence to demonstrate
that a word may not mean what many think it to mean.

8. After this thorough investigation, you may find that several meanings are possible/acceptable for an occurrence. Even
if 2 or 3 meanings remain, if there is no reason to disregard them, we should not, but rather conclude that what must
be meantis both the 2 or all three (or however more there may be) or better yet, choose the meaning that includes,
and does not cancel out, all other possible meanings. A more accurate understanding of a word/concept should
gradually develop as one's study increases/improves.

9. Make yourview known! Present your research/findings to other students of the scripture. Quite often, questions may
be raised that you have not thought of, thus helping you to refine your understanding. Not only does this help you, it
also helps others because you may have thought of something others haven't.
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The Numerical Values (Gematria) of Letters of the Alphabet and the Numerical Miracle

by B. J -N Center /Palestina ... Abridged T.H.
y Bassam Jarrar - Noon Center / Palestina ridge thQ-Root-3-F-Y

The Arabic alphabet comprises 29 letters. However, in the Abecedarian alphabet there are 28 because there is considered to be no
difference between Hamza and Alif. What concerns us about this Abecedarian order is the link between it and the Jum’mal numerical

values of the letters (the NVL) mentioned in previous chapters. As explained above, the system is common to both Hebrew and Arabic, but

the Hebrew and Abecedarian Arabic systems onlycoincide ... SIS g R\l ... (Precision T.H.) Real Qura’an Letters ...
&
up to the letter < After that, Arabic has the extra letters ’t’ 'lg’ 2,2, C’ o)

which can be combined in the mnemonic (though meaningless) phrase thakhath dathagh.

O <. (8) \
a¥ g ...t @) cs 200

It is not easy trace the origin of the Abecedarian order and the calculation associated with itin Semitic languages because views on it
have diverged in such a way thatit is difficultto decide which is corrector even to make a choice between them. The Jewish clergyuse
it extensively, Muslims have used it in historical dating, Sufis have overused it,and fortune-tellers, magicians and sorcerers have used it

too. Thus, although the calculation may have had a religious basis it has been later distorted, altered and abused.

The Abecedarian order in North Africa, differs from the order used in East. In mnemonic form, the latter consists of :

Abjad Hawaz Hutti Kalamun Saa’fas qurishat thakhath Dathagh ... Numerical value is shown in the tables below:

AlB G D H W Z  Ha TA Y

172 3|4 |5 |67 8 |9 10

K|L M| N Sin'Ain  F | Sad  Qaf

20 | 30 |40 |50 60 |70 | 80 | 90 |100 |-

Ra Chin T TH KH DH Dad Dhad Ghin

200|300 400500 600(700|800 | 900 1000

. & 500 1 B )
C‘"".’ (2 to to o 33 © e Tl ul"" e o]
1000 400
¢ b d v s 5 > d ) 1=

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2

G 0 @ d 5 o ~ J e
100 90 80 70 60 50 40 30 20 e
. & & 1+30+200+8
¢ 5 P : ¢ - y +40+50
< o 1430420048
+10+40 =
1000 900 800 700 600 500 400 300 200 286
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In the Jum’'mal (the NVL) it is noticed that there is no difference between the numerical values of Alifand Hamza, because it
refers to the Abecedarian, rather than the Alphabetical, letters. This calculation has been used for various purposes — Muslims have

used it to date battles, deaths, buildings etc. as mentioned above.

Examples of use ... (1) When Sultan Barquq, a Burji Mamluk, died, a phrase was coined indicating the date of his death.
This phrasewas (i3l 4 (fil-mishmish). [lt means, literally: “In the apricot (season)” which is very short, so the implication in current

usage at least is of transience]. It seems that they chose a humorous phrase, but also the numerical values of the phrase are
80+10+1+30+40+300+40+300. The total is 801, and thus Sultan Barquq died in 801 AH.

(2) When the poet Dalenjawi died, his friend eulogized him in general verses and at the end dated his death with the phrase

o =il @l (Mmaata-sha'oruba'da), “Poetry died after him.” This came after the words “l dated...” which indicated the point at which
to begin counting —i.e. after “dated”. Thus, the date of Dalenjawi’s death is: 40+1+400+1+30+300+70+200+2+ 70+4+5 = 1123 AH.

It is clear that this use of calculation in chronology is thus not objectionable from a religious viewpoint because it is a
matter of convention and is thus permissible. However, the misuse of this system in the areas of fortune telling, magic and

sorcery has created negative associations with a system thatis not intrinsically negative.

(3) Muhammad Ben Omar Nuwawi Al-Jawi, Interpreter, Sufi & Shafi’i Jurist, migrated to Makka and died in the year 1316 AH.
One of his works is a two-volume interpretation ofthe Qur'an in which he said in the introduction: “I have titled this book to confirm to its
date” — wae A ine sl ol )., Itis clear from these words that he chose a title to conform to the Jum’mal system to show the

date he began writing his book (1304 AH). | cite this particular example to give evidence of a Muslim scholar’s attitude towards the
question of the Jum’mal system and to show that nothing was found to be wrong in using such a system, even for a book on Qur’anic

interpretation. We have used it for generations so why don’t we reconsider using it again since we have found it to be beneficial.

Since language suggests meanings there is no reason to prevent it from suggesting numerical values. The question is: How
can we know that a certain phrase in the Qur’an carries such a numerical secret? Our answer to this is that this has to be proven either
through Islamic legal methods or by reasoning. The reader will find that our approach to this questionis new and has nothing to do with

the Sufis or others, whether they did the right thing or erred and deviated. We are satisfied that the reader will be convinced by the
examples of the Jum’mal system that we will give that are based only on induction and not hearsay.

Following are examples that open the door for a new direction in Jum’'mal, examples that simply involve calculation based on
Qur'anicvocabulary. It should be pointed outthat in our research we are dealing with the Qur'anic script called Ottoman script, which is

regarded by the majority of scholars as a revelation (Tawqifi) in itself, because it was supervised by the Prophet as revealed to him.

Example 1 The Sacred Mosque (alall 2awall) is defined in the Quran as: \S,lw 4y il- “at Bakka (Makkah) full of
blessing” (3:96). The Jum’'mal of thisayais 1063. The Farthest Mosque (~<¥) awall) is described: s S » s3 - “whose precincts We
have blessed” (17:1). The Jum’'mal of thisaya is also 1063. We ask, what does it mean that they both have the same numerical value?

Example 2 Sura 17, ‘Al-Isra’, the Sura that begins with the second quotation of the first example, is also called Surat
Bani Israel (‘The Children of Israel’). The Farthest Mosque is only mentioned once in the Qur'an, in this position. The subsequent
verses discuss Jewish corruption (2L.é) on earth and theirbeing “elated with mighty arrogance” (17:4) suggesting actual political power.
This combination of corruption and arrogant power shall happen twice. Each time the corruption ends with the entry of the Jews’

enemies into Masjid Al-Agsa. In other words, the mention of Al-Agsa necessitates mentioning Jewish corruption in the area, once before
Islam and once after. Masjid Al-Agsa (<=8! 2wl is written in Ottoman script as (L=s¥) 2audl), the Jum’mal value of which is 361 (i.e.

19x19). As discussed above, the number 19 is the root of a Qur'anic numerical miracle. The phrase Bani Israel (J&l 4 su), written in the
Ottoman copy as (Jd=_J ), also has a Jum’mal value of 361. (We have explored the further implications contained in this aya in

another piece of research entitled ‘The Year 2022 and the Fall of Israel’).

Example 3 Surat Al-Naml (J«) opens with the two letters (. The Serial order of the Sura in the Mus’haf is 27 and we
have found that the frequency of the letter 1 in the Sura is also 27. = on the other hand occurs 93 times in the Sura. 93 happens to be
the numberofverses in the Sura. Thus, the total frequency of = and w+is 120, which is the total of the serial number ofthe Sura plus its

number of verses. Finally, the Jum’mal of the word Nam/ (J<) is 120.
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Example 4 can be considered to be the basis of all colors, because white light can be refracted into the seven

colors of the spectrum. If mixed in different proportions, these can then create thousands of colors.
The Jum’mal of white (_ ) is 1+2+10+800=813.
in,j

The word <2 (became white) occurs twice in the Qur’an. The first occurrence is in verse 107 of Sura 3, the second in verse
84 of Sura 12. The word u2:i (become white) occurs once in verse 106 of Sura 3. The word u2:%! (the white) occurs in verse 187
of Sura 2 while the word stax (white) occurs 6 times: 7:108; 20:22; 26:33; 27:12; 28:32 and 37:46. Meanwhile, the

words (uax and u2x) occur in verse 27 of Sura 35 and in verse 49 of Sura 37 : (Precision T.H.)

Word Sura Verse Means Sura Verse Word
2 w'z’,\ 3 107 became White 12 84 2 w'ﬁ’,\
% .z become the 5 4
Ol 3 106 White White 7 187 )

White 26 33 Ui

e 7 108
Aoz 20 22 27 12 ANLs

= White
ALY 28 32 37 46 ALY
6@\3 35 27 White 37 49 6@5
Total (Aayat) 813

If we add together the verse numbers where the words which mean " occur,
we find that we have the same total as the Jum ’mal of the word ‘white’ (thj)’ i.e. 1+2+10+800=813.

Example 5 Surat Al-Hadid is the last Sura in the first half of the Qur'an and is the only Sura named after a chemical
element. Its order in the Mus’hafis 57. The Jum'mal of the word y»lis 1+30+8+4+10+4=57 while the Jum'mal of the word xis

8+4+10+4=26. We have already noted that 57 is the atomic weight of iron and 26 is its atomic number.

It is known in chemistry that the atomic number is the number of neutrons that the nucleus contains and that atomic weight is
related to protons plus neutrons. So we ask: Is there a plan behind ordering the Sura according to the atomic weight of iron (57)

which coincides with the Jum’mal of the word 22al1?

Some maysay that the atomic weightofironis 55.8 rather than 57. The fact is that there are 5 iron isotopes, which have atomic weights of
55, 56, 57, 58 and 59. What is noticeable is that Isotope 57 occurs in the middle while 55.8 is not related to atomic structure but is an

average related to the percentage of the presence of each isotope in nature.

Following are some further remarks that emphasize the special importance of the number 57 in this context:

- The serial order of Surat Al-Hadad is 57 and the number of verses in it is 29.

If we multiply 29x57 the result is 1653, which is the total of numbers 1-57. (i.e.: 1+2+3+4...+57) : > (1-57).

The word 3 occurs in the Qur’an in Sura 22 (‘Al-Hajj’) and Sura 50 (‘Qaf’) and the word = occurs in Sura 17 (‘Bani Israel’). The
word vallioccurs in Sura 18 (‘Al-Kahf’), Sura 34 (‘Saba’) and Sura 57. After Surat Al-Hadid itself,the word is not mentioned. Thus the word
for iron occurs 6 times in the Qur’an in 6 different Suras. The word 4 in Sura 17 is the 667th word ? in the Sura while the word 4l in
Sura 18 is the 1402nd. ? The word 4 in Sura 22 is the 368th ? and the word 4l in Sura 34 is 177th. ? The word 44 in Sura 50 is the

183rd ? word in the Sura while the word %:a!lin Sura al-Hadid (number 57) is the 461st ??? The total for all word positions is:

Ml ne Xact Calc : T.H. |

(667+1402+368+177+183+461) ??? = 3258, this square root is almost exactly 57, (57.0788 in fact).
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Leeds University UK ... The Quranic Arabic Corpus

Most recent Arabic language computing research focuses on modern standard Arabic

Almost no attention has been given to traditional Arabic grammar,
despite many volumes written on the subject over the centuries.
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...j22+00+00+00+00+00+00+00+00+00+00+00+00+00+00+00+00+00+00+00+00+00+ OO+OO+OO+OO+OOI... Total 022
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